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THE Again another year begins. Born in travail 
NEW _ such as this country, or for that matter the 
YEAR whole world, has not suffered since the days 

of the Great War, 1930 will be looked back 
upon with mixed feelings by most people. 

And yet there should be no hesitancy about our pro- 
gram during the next twelve months, particularly here 
in America, This is a vast country, rich beyond com- 
putation; successful heretofore in a material way be- 
yond the dreams of the fathers; surfeited with the evi- 
dence of its riches to the point where in 1929 it felt 
it could violate with impunity the rules of sound eco- 
nomics. Just now it is suffering from a rather bad 
case of economic indigestion, but with the lesson of the 
past to guide him the sensible man will proceed with 
caution but with high hope to newer heights. 

One thing that may well be taken to heart is the 
fact that in a period of distress such as the whole world 
is now passing through comfort may be found in the 
spiritual side of life. Those Masons who have not been 
entirely absorbed in the material will have been saved 
some of the agonies of mind of their more selfish breth- 
ren. 

If 1931 will see increase of interest in those ancient 
fundamentals of Freemasonry which gives the institu- 
tion its peculiar claim upon mankind then indeed will 
the year stand out as a year of great promise. 


A It is the custom in many church 
PRACTICAL organizations to conduct what is 
SUGGESTION known as an annual parish canvass. 

The benefits to be derived from a 
personal call, from one of the men of a parish familiar 
with its affairs, on families whose interest may be luke- 
warm, or who from timidity, perhaps, are irregular in 
their attendance at services, or whose ideas of the ac- 
tual working of the system are vague, are considerable, 
and will be obvious. 

Information which can be secured and imparted in 
no other way is invaluable to the directing head of the 
organization. Mistakes may be corrected, injured 
feelings soothed, a more friendly and cordial atmos- 
phere engendered and a wealth of goodwill created by 
such visits if undertaken in a tactful and earnest spirit. 

Usually in a parish of say 300 families a group of 
forty can in several hours cover the field. It’s not a 
hig job when handled in this manner; it is also one of 
much interest. Many illuminating incidents arise, and 
oftentimes personal contacts leading to enduring 
friendships are made. 

Why not an annual lodge membership canvass? 
Might not a group of interested members be brought 
together on one day to go forth, and with the spirit 
of Masonic affection visit members whose interest has 
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perhaps waned, who may rarely, if ever, be seen at 
meetings, and who are literally “cold” to the lodge and 
to Freemasonry. 

The suggestion is seriously offered to Masters as a 
plan worth trying. The man who has become a recluse 
and yet is not entirely dead to the vital interests of 
the Craft will often be found to be a friendly soul who 
will welcome such a visit if made in the proper spirit. 
His interest will be quickened; his troubles, if he has 
any, and who has not, may be learned of, and he as 
well as the lodge will benefit as a result. 

We would like to have other opinions on this sugges- 
tion. 


A GREAT Probably few members of the Craft real- 

LIBRARY ize what a wealth of Masonic literature 
lies dormant in Boston on the shelves of 

the library of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

Professor Hugo Tatsch, a learned man, well skilled 
in the art of letters, has recently been commissioned to 
thoroughly examine into and report upon this mate- 
rial, and it is expected there will be many “finds” of 
a most valuable nature. 

It would seem that much of this material might be 
made accessible to the Craft, for there is a vast amount 
of ignorance existing as to a great many matters with 
which men as Masons should be conversant, and on 
which the volumes in the great collection of Masonic 
bibliography will be distinctly enlightening. 
APPRECIATION It is pleasing to be assured by 

many readers that our efforts in 
behalf of the Craft are appreciated. The illustrated 
account describing the two great Masonic charities at 
Charlton and Shrewsbury which appeared in the No- 
vember CrarrsMAN met with a very favorable recep- 
tion. The kindly words of appreciation received are 
gratefully acknowledged. “Is this your work: this is 
good work.” 

Let the contributions for the support of these insti- 
tutions flow in increasingly. 


COLLECTIVISM The combined editorial utterances 
IN NEW of the several editors represented 
FORM in the monthly symposium which 

is appearing in the different pub- 
lications are exciting comment of a favorable nature. 
It has always been an axiom that when a number of 
minds concentrate on a given problem the problem dis- 
appears. It is to be hoped much good will result from 
the forward step on the part of four editors of Masonic 
periodicals who are alive to Craft interests. 
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IS THE MASONIC LODGE 
FUNCTIONING TO CAPACITY 
By Aurrep H. Moornouss, 
Editor Masonic Craftsman, Boston 


HE answer to this question unfortunately, must 
be NO! That is in the great majority of cases. 

For a variety of reasons, which it would be difticult 
to enumerate in their entirety, a feeling of complacency 
has settled down on most of the lodges in this country. 
There seems to be a sense of satisfaction when a certain 
number of candidates have been “raised,” a certain 
number of distinguished or near distinguished speakers 
secured to participate in unduly accentuated post- 
prandial exercises, and a certain standard of accuracy 
in the recitation of the ritual maintained. When these 
and other similar features are realized the functions of 
the lodge have seemed to be fully complied with—and 
the Masonic year considered a success. 

These things, while admirable in themselves, do not 
by any means constitute the full and successful func- 
tioning of a lodge. Beyond and above them lies the 
deep and direct responsibility of the lodge—and that 
means each individual member of it—to see that the 
ideals of the institution are perpetuated in the daily 
life of each member, insofar as is practical, and con- 
sistent with his duty to his family, his country and him- 
self, 

When that happy day arrives, then it can truthfully 
be said Masonic lodges will function more nearly to 
capacity. 

However, in the absence of any perceptible advance- 
ment toward the millennium there are some practical 
lodge matters that may be considered tending to bring 
nearer an ideal condition of lodge functioning. 

To mention one: Charity is the greatest of Masonic 
virtues, and a greater amount of charity is sorely 
needed among lodges as such, as well as the individuals 
comprising them. 

Cain’s query: “Am I my brother’s keeper” has had 
many copyists in this day and generation and all too 
often the selfishness or complete lack of sympathctic 
interest on the part of members in their fellows’ affairs 
have bred a feeling of dissatisfaction and disappoint- 
ment within the Craft. 

This is not to say that any presumptuous policy is 
necessary. It is, however, part of the duty of every 
Mason, as it is also the duty of the Lodge, to have the 
affairs of each member very much at heart—to help, 

»ssist. 

Consideration for others !—especially a brother Ma- 
son. What a change would come over the Craft if this 
condition could be realized. Instead of the petty jeal- 
ousies, the self-seeking aspiration to place, or absorp- 
tion in office, the critical cynicism of the man who is 


always so sure of himself, the indifference to things out- 
side his own immediate environment; these and other 
human weaknesses constitute a large part of the fail- 
ure of Freemasonry today. 

Preaching is rarely popular. A man is scarce ever 
a prophet in his own country. And yet it is of the es- 
sence of Masonic life that the lodge and the individual 
Mason give heed and consider his brother’s needs in a 
spirit of true fraternal affection if the institution is to 
function anywhere near its fullest opportunity. 


IS THE LODGE OF TODAY 
FUNCTIONING TO CAPACITY? 


By Jas. A. Ferreryy, 
Editor Masonic Tidings, Milwaukee 


OCALLY, the Masonic lodge in a community 1s 

Masonry as that community is concerned. This 
is as true regarding its own members as it is regarding 
the profane residents. 

If that lodge, or its officers, for the officers, after all 
are the lodge in the eyes of the public—act as leaders 
in civic and communal affairs; if they measure up to 
the pre-conceived idea of what Masonry stands for; if 
they hold the interest and support of their brethren 
and the respect and esteem of the general public; then 
the lodge over the destinies of which they preside may 
be said to be fulfilling its complete purpose and ulti- 
mate aim. For to do all this, the officers must be feeding 
the orphan, caring for the widow, giving “light” to the 
members and otherwise observing those duties incum- 
bent upon them, 

If, as is too often the case, the lodge is an inconsid- 
erable factor in the life of the community ; if its officers 
are disregarded in the neighborhood activities and but 
little honored by its residents; if its members are only 
casually interested and attend its meetings irregularly 
or not at all, then that lodge and its officers have a 
are falling woefully short of the duties, obligations “dl ; 
responsibilities imposed on them. We are frequen 1 
reminded, as Masons, that with honor comes CT ie 
bility. This is especially and particularly true of a 
officer of a Masonic lodge. Can it be conceived that ce 
Master of such a lodge is promoting the general ae 
of society, cultivating the social virtues or propaga 
knowledge of our mystic art? If he was doing any ie 
these, his lodge would not be a dead lodge, a 
and spiritually. The same is true, if in a baa 
of the other officers. ; 

As a chain can be no stronger than its we 
so can Masonry in any Grand Jurisdiction Son ERs 
stronger than the constituent lodges -, lof the 
Grand Lodge excuse for being. The dead level 0 


ts weakest link, 
be no 
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whole number of lodges determines the grade of Ma- 
sonry there practised and displayed. 

The duty of every corps of lodge officers is to raise, 
if possible, the standard of their own lodge, thus im- 
proving the general level of the whole. 


A QUESTION OF VITAL IMPORTANCE 
By Jos. E. MorcomsBe 
Editor The Masonic World, San Francisco 


UR topic for the month, to consideration of which 
we are invited by Bro. Ketterly, opens a wide field 
for profitable survey. Space limitations require an im- 
mediate entrance thereon, and without preface. To 
discover whether the average or typical Masonic lodge 
is functioning to capacity entails a preliminary inquiry 
as to the purpose of such body. If it is to be regarded 
as solely a meeting place for men of congenial tastes, 
with common interests and similar outlooks upon life, 
the answer desired is easy of finding and will be conclu- 
sive in its terms. 

If we can allow for the Masonic lodge no further 
purpose or reason for its existence than as indicated 
above, a careful and extended club status is all that is 
required. Attention to routine, perfect rendition of 
ceremonies, the development of social activities, with a 
meeting of the calls for benevolence—these matters 
would cover the essentials of being. As statement of 
fact, a considerable proportion of Masonic bodies do 
no more, yet are not aware of any deficiencies, and are 
rated high for efficiency. 

But if we are to take at face value the claims made 
by those having Craft authority, or others who assume 
to speak for the fraternity, we are aware of a great 
discrepancy between the assertions made as to Masonic 
purpose and proper work, and the actual results. There 
is a dwelling upon the ideal of human brotherhood, 
wide in its scope as the world of men, to a realization 
of which, or its approximation, all fraternal effort is 
said to be dedicated. We are told, ad nauseam, that 
Masonry constantly operates to the betterment of com- 
munity and national life. An acceptance of such 
claims—and they must be accepted if Masonry is to 
justify its existence, will at once demonstrate that few, 
if any, of our Masonic lodges have even entered upon 
their real work, much less function to capacity. 

The enunciation of great truths or claims of devo- 
tion to high ideals are not sufficient to convince a 
skeptical world of the value of any institution as a 
worthy and effective social agency. Masonry will be 
judged, not by the high-sounding words of ‘flamboy- 
ant orators, but by the actual part taken in the world’s 
work by the thousands of its lodges and the hundreds 
of thousands of its membership. There are some of us 
who believe that in a time of moral uncertainty and 
spiritual confusion the calm voice of Masonry should 
be heard, to aid mightily in bringing steadiness of vi- 
sion and renewed confidence to a bewildered generation. 

The Masonic lodges of America, if functioning to 
capacity, doing no more than even conservative leaders 
declare to be their appointed work, would be today en- 
gaged in the great tasks of achieving a social salva- 
tion, of which our brothers generally have now no con- 


ception. 
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The need is for such teachings as will stir the hearts 
of Masons and fix their wills upon claims of the higher 
duties, the greater responsibilities of their fraternal 
connection. Then might such teachings be transmuted 
into action, to the service of necessitous humanity. To 
such end we may dispense with something of the elab- 
orate window-dressing, if so be that the stock in trade 
is bettered in quality, and its virtues be made manifest 
to the world. 


PERFECTION IS NOT ATTAINABLE 
By Wm. C. Rarvp, 
Editor The Masonic Chronicler, Chicago, Ill. 

UNCTIONING to capacity, like attaining perfec- 

tion, is a splendid objective for which to strive, 
although technically it is impossible of achievement. 
No human idealistic institution founded upon altruistic 
principles, can ever function to its full capacity. The 
field of helpfulness to its members and usefulness to the 
world at large which beckons to Masonry is illimitable. 
It radiates like an ether wave and there is always some- 
thing beyond which may profitably engage its beneficial 
attention. Nothing is so good that it cannot be bet- 
ter. These may be platitudes, but platitudes may still 
be verities. In this sense Masonry will never function 
to capacity. 

Our subject, however, has to do with the Masonic 
lodge of today, rather than with Masonry in its gen- 
eric scope. “Is the Masonic lodge of today function- 
ing to capacity?” Philosophers teach us that all 
standards are relative, and if we attempt to compare 
the results achieved by lodges today with the accomp- 
lishments of the lodges of the days of our Masonic fore- 
fathers we have a more definite line to follow. 

Shakespeare has left us a maxim, “The evil that men 
do lives after them; the good is oft interred with their 
bones.” With this we cannot agree—rather the re- 
verse is true. The human mind is exceedingly charit- 
able as to the past, and we are inclined to minimize the 
evils of by-gone days and give our approbation to the 
brighter side of the picture. It is well that this is so, 
but we have scant patience with those who habitually 
glorify the “good old days” at the expense of the pres- 
ent. 

We have an example in those who visualize the fra- 
ternalism of our forebears as Masonry pure and unde- 
filed, and who profess to believe that the present age 
has not upheld the glory of the institution. A thought- 
ful study of the past and the present will convince the 
unbiased mind that, with all the shortcomings of the 
Masonry of today, it has made progress as the years 
went by—that we have indeed improved ourselves in 
Masonry, and that each generation has left a record 
of progress and a gain in good works. 

But our question has to do with whether or not the 
Masonic lodge of today is functioning to ‘tapacity, It 
is not, for the capacity to do good cannot be circum- 
scribed. The capacity of the Masonic lodge of today 
is a thousandfold greater than that of the lodge of two 
centuries ago. With every accession to membership 
our capacity increases. A machine may function to 
its capacity. Masonry is not a machine, but a prin- 
ciple of human conduct. 
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The Masonic lodge of today does not function to its 
capacity, and never will. Nevertheless, it is carrying 
on its idealistic work with greater efficiency than ever 
betore. The mutations of time and the vicissitudes of 
life have their effect on every human institution or ef- 
tort, and momentary retrogression is frequently an in- 
spiration to greater advancement. 

The fundamental principles of Masonry are eternal. 
We will continue to strive to bring its glorious oppor- 
tunities to fruition, 


COMMENT 
On the previous month’s subject: “Freemasonry’s 
Present Day Problems: 
Mr. Aurrep H. Moornouse, Editor 

May I quote two paragraphs from your letter in the 
CrarrsMAN. 

“The problem of the institution is that of keeping 
its members in line and informed in the doctrine of 
Freemasonry.” 

“The problem of the individual Mason is to find the 
best means possible of practicing his early Masonic 
teachings. And the best advice that can be given to 
the perplexed member with all the confusing claims and 
counter claims pressing in upon him is expressed in the 
motto: FOLLOW REASON.” 

The institution is alive to its problem, which is the 
opposite to what the writers you allowed to express 
their ideas in the CrarrsMAN with one exception, Mr. 
Wm. C. Rapp, Editor of Masonic Chronicler, Chicago, 
Ill. Iam inclined to think that you have put your seal 
of disapprobation on the idea that Masonry needs mak- 
ing over to be saved.—G. FE. B. 

[No seal of disapprobation has been put on the idea 
of our editorial confreres. If their views are expressed 
differently it is because their observations have led 
them to believe differently —dA. H. M. | 
Mr. Aurrep H. Moornouse, Editor 

I am sending you a copy of a letter read at the plac- 
ing of valuable Masonic mementos in Masonic apart- 
ments at Somerville belonging to Somerville Royal 
Arch Chapter, by one of the donors of the mementos: 
a pick and shovel and pictures of Prospect Hill Tower 
and The Old Powder House. The tools were found in 
excavating for the foundation of the Tower, were of 

Snglish make and believed to have been used in making 
the American breastworks in the Revolutionary War. 

The donors were Companions Ernest W. Danforth 
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and Fred EK. Jones. The letter was written and read by 
Companion Jones in behalf of both. 

The letter: 

“It seems eminently fitting that these implements, a 
pick and shovel, should be placed in the keeping of 
somerville Royal Arch Chapter. 

“Masonry is exceedingly rich in history and tradi- 
tion, tradition extending back into the dim distance 
when the glorious Temple was erected to the great Je- 
hovah. 

“Its history and usefulness will be extended into the 
future as long as intelligent and God-fearing men exist. 

“Masonry, so old, ever renews its youth, by receiving 
within its portals vigorous lives, lives noble and true, 
lives given freely in service. 

“These tools of humble service were employed in 
furthering the great cause of our Independence. They 
typify every great endeavor. To become perfected 
must be through faithful service. 

“Sad it is, sometimes we fail, and in deep contrition 
attempt to undo the wrong. Let our great mother 
Masonry be our guide. 

“She has a code of ethics, pure, sure and true; fol- 
lowed, leading in a pathway deviating neither to the 
right hand or the left; a pathway leading ever upward 
into the eternal light and the perfect day.” 

This letter is in such perfect keeping with the letter 
of Mr. W. C. Rapp’s that the influence of both should 
repudiate the ambitious designs of all who would make 
Masonry a unit on any particular present-time sub- 
ject. Considering the multiplicity of present-time 
needs, and the fact that Masonry could help but one 
as a unit, and further that every Mason is enrolled on 
one side or the other, it is a futile effort and must fail. 

(Signed) — — — 
Editor Masonic CrarrsMAN, 

Dear Brother Moorhouse—When one of your edito- 
rial companions, in the interesting symposium which is 
being published monthly, intimates that Freemasonry, 
far from accepting its intended role, should be up and 
doing something, just what precisely does he mean? 
What would he have the Craft do? It is so easy to 
make vague intimations, but specific suggestions are 
preferable—and it must never be forgotten that Free- 
masonry has its own approved course, definitely fixed, 
and cannot be made over to suit the whims and vaga- 
ries of iconoclastic minds wrapped up in the affairs of 
the moment. 

(Signed) — — — 


GO SEARCH 


There is, somewhere within each mortal frame, 
Yet often buried in the soil of growth 
And over-run with weeds, whose tendrils drain 
All nourishment, or suffocate or both. 


A germ containing all that man shouid be 
And all to what that he could e’er aspire 
Of nobleness, of love, of charity, 
Of goodly worth and high ambition’s fire. 


But from that grave it cannot lift its head 
Till all the worldly rubbish shall be moved ; 
Then shall the dews of heaven, on what seemed dead, 
Awake such sleep; all fears are then disproved. 


a — 
Thus constant striving should be man's estate, 

To clear away all growth of foul debris; 
Tnto this sacred chamber penetrate 


And bring forth life and hope abundantly. . 
Epwarp W. CRANNELL. 
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The Mason as a Citizen 


Very rarely does it happen when a 
patriotic speech is made at a Ma- 
sonic gathering, tending to enthuse 
and inspire an audience of master 
Masons, which does not somewhere 
refer to the master Mason’s duties 
and responsibilities as a citizen, but 
it is somewhat unusual to learn how 
those duties of a craftsman as a cit- 
izen materially differ from those cit- 
izens who are not members of the 
Craft. 

These words from the Masonic 
Bulletin have the appearance at least 
of being timely, for as a matter of 
fact, the duties do not differ; but 
there are grave reasons why the Ma- 
son should add the weight of Ma- 
sonic membership, his loyalty, his 
obligations and his Masonic char- 
acter, to his intent to be a good cit- 
izen of the country in which he lives. 

In the charge to an entered ap- 
prentice in most jurisdictions these, 
or similar words, appear in the man- 
ual or monitor: 

“In the state you are to be a quiet 
and peaceable citizen, true to your 
government and just to your coun- 
try. You are not to countenance dis- 
loyalty and rebellion, but patiently 
submit to legal authority, and con- 
form with cheerfulness to the govern- 
ment of the country in which you 
live.” 

All citizens will agree that to be 
“Quiet and peaceable” is a duty. To 
be “true to your government” may 
have many interpretations; in a 
large sense it means “do not be a 
traitor.” In the narrow sense it may 
mean “Don’t fake your income tax!” 
No good citizen “Countenances dis- 
loyalty and rebellion” against a good 
government, yet such a revolution as 
our war of independence against the 
mother country was certainly consid- 
ered at that time by British author- 
ities as “disloyalty and rebellion.” 
To “patiently submit to legal au- 
thority” needs no interpretation ; to 
“eonform with cheerfulness” may 
mean a smiling willingness to abide 
by a particular statute or an equally 
smiling shouldering of the inconven- 
ience of going to the polls on a 

stormy election day. 

To most citizens, at times, comes 
the opportunity to beens al 
for private gain. We are very fonc 

the statement that we are 
of making the : 


‘ ” 
a “law abiding people” but, as a 


matter of fact, “going to law about 
it” has been called “the great Amer- 
ican pastime.” In practically every 
suit at law, one side accuses the other 
side of not having acted in accord- 
ance with some law, made and pro- 
vided. There are many acts which 
are with difficulty proved to be ille- 
gal, but which all may seem as un- 
moral, if not immoral; it is these, 
perhaps, more than the infraction of 
the letter of the law, which the real 
Master Mason will avoid, if he lives 
his Masonry. 

For instance! A master Mason 
possesses a valuable painting. He 
insures it for a thousand dollars. As 
he leaves his house to go to lodge the 
nail pulls out of the wall, the pic- 
ture falls and the glass breaks, cut- 
ting the valuable canvas to ribbons. 
Being in a hurry, and there being 
nothing to do about it, the Mason 
leaves the wreck on the floor and goes 
to lodge. While he is away his house 
burns down. 

A man might collect insur- 
ance on that canvas and_ still 
be a “good citizen” according 
to the law. But a good Ma- 
son would not collect it—even if the 
man who sold him the insurance and 
the men in the insurance company 
were not Masons. A real Mason will 
not wrong any man. Mason or not, 
out of the value of a penny, even 
when the letter of the law permits it. 

In the charge to the master Ma- 
son, he hears “Your virtue, honor, 
and reputation are concerned in sup- 
porting with dignity the character 
you now bear, Let no motive, there- 
fore, make you swerve from your 
duty, violate your vows, or betray 
your trust—” 

True, the vows and the trust here 
mentioned are those made within the 
lodge. But “virtue, honor, and rep- 
utation” a man possesses as a citizen, 
not as a Mason. The newly-ranked 
master Mason is told that all with 
which he faces, the world, unafraid, 
able to look any man in the eye, is 
concerned in his character as a mem- 
ber of the Ancient Craft. 

It is a poor rule which does not 
work both ways. Per contra, then, 
all his reputation as a master Ma- 
son, all the teachings of integrity 
and fidelity, all the magnificent ex- 
amples of firmness and fortitude in 
trial and danger—-even in the Valley 
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of the Shadow — which a man has 
been taught, as a master Mason, are 
concerned in supporting with dig- 
nity his character as a citizen of the 
land of this birth. 

It is well understood in all Ma- 
sonic lodges that politics are never 
to be discussed. ‘This law, so well 
known and obeyed that it is not writ- 
ten in most grand lodge constitu- 
tions or lodge by-laws, comes down 
to us from the sixth of the old 
charges in which it is set forth that: 

“No private piques or quarrels 
must be brought within the door of 
the lodge, far less any quarrels about 
religion or nations or state policy 

. we... are resolved against all 
politics, as what never yet conduced 
to the welfare of the lodge, nor ever 
will. This charge has always been 
strictly enjoined and observed,” etc. 

In the lodge we meet upon the 
level and part upon the square. We 
are not Democrats, Republicans, So- 
cialists, Progressives, but Masons. 

Similarly, no lodge may take any 
political action; to do so would be 
to draw upon it the immediate cen- 
sure of the grand master of the 
grand lodge. 

But neither of these prohibitions 
means that Masons should not study 
political economy; even as a lodge 
of Masons they may listen to talks 
upon the science of government, 
which is, of course, a “political” mat- 
ter if the word is used in its broad 
acceptation. 

It is the duty of all citizens to be 
interested in the public schools of 
their city, towns, country, state. The 
prosperity and progress of this na- 
tion rest on education. So much is 
agreed. The Masonic citizen should 
be especially interested in education; 
his interest should mount higher than 
the non-Mason’s, for the reason that 
Masonry’s continued existence rests 
upon the kind and character of can- 
didates who enter her West Gate. 
Give the fraternity educated, intelli- 
gent, thoughtful men, and she will 
grow, prosper, continue to be a si- 
lent, static power for good in a noisy 
and dynamic world. Provide her 
only with ignorant, prejudiced, in- 
tolerant men for candidates, and in 
time she must become intolerant, 
prejudiced, ignorant. 

A Freemasonry which is intolerant 
cannot live. 


The welfare of the state depends 
upon the education of its youth. But 


January, 1931] 


the very life of Freemasonry depends 
upon the quality of its membership. 
Therefore, the Mason as a citizen, 
has two reasons for his interest in, 
his support of, and his loyalty to, 
the public schools of his state and 
town. 

No doctrine is more fundamental 
to America than the separation of 
church and state. No body of men 
insists more strongly that the indi- 
vidual brother need subscribe only to 
“that Religion in which all men 
agree” (Old Charges) to be left free 
within the lodge to worship God as 
he chooses. Freedom to worship God 
was the reason for the perilous voy- 
age and the terrible privations of 
the Pilgrim Fathers. Separation of 
church and state is a natural out- 
growth of freedom to worship as we 
please. Masonry has only the fa- 
therhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man for her religion—the 
foundation of all religions, a faith 
in which Presbyterian and Parsee, 
Methodist and Mohammedan, Buad- 
dhist and Brother of Christ may, and 
do, agree. 

The public school system is one of 
the bulwarks of liberty in this na- 
tion; not only politcal liberty, but 
liberty of thought and conscience. 
As long as the public school has no 
sectarian and political bias, it will 
remain a cradle of liberty of thought. 
Therefore, not only as American cit- 
izens, but as Masons, are brethren 
obligated to see that no encroach- 
ment, from any angle, from any sect, 
from any political party of private 
organizations be made upon the ut- 
ter and complete freedom from any 
religious bias of our public educa- 
tional system. 

In few words and brief: 

The duties of the citizen devolve 
upon the citizens by virtue of the 
“manifold blessings and comforts he 
enjoys” because he lives in the 
United States, 

As a citizen, a man is expected: 

To obey the law; 

To uphold the Constitution and 
government ; 

To do his duty in jury service; 

To go to the polls and vote: 

To bear arms when called to the 
colors 3 

To pay his just share of taxes; 

To take an intelligent interest in 
his government, his party and po- 
litical economy. 

To support the public schools: 

To reverence and honor the flag: 
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To keep peace; 

To serve his country, state, coun- 
ty, and town when called to leader- 
ship ; , 

To live so that his neighbors are 
happier for his living. 

When the citizen becomes a Ma- 
son, he adds to these moral obliga- 
tions his pledged word, his sacred 
honor, his character as it is seen 
naked of God, that he will do certain 
thangs, and refrain from doing cer- 
tain things. Every one of these 
pledges involve not only his duty as 
a man, but as an American citizen. 

Underlying all Masonic duties as 
a Masonic citizen are those which are 
meant when it is said to the newly- 
raised master Mason: 

“You are now bound by duty, 
honor, and gratitude, to be faithful 
to your trust, to support the dignity 
of your character upon every occa- 
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sion, and to enforce by precept and 
example, obedience to the tenets of 
our order!” 

The master Mason should be a 
better citizen than the non-Mason 
because he knows better, has been 
better taught, and has pledged his 
sacred honor.” 

Having pledged that sacred honor, 
is there not also a responsibility and 
a warning, because this question may 
be involved, “Am I my _ brother’s 
keeper?” 

To support it with the dignity of 
clean character may compel one to 
remember also the needs and safe 
guards of his brother, and like the 
writings of the Psalmist in the an- 
cient book of the law, when in speak- 
ing of the statutes: we too, may 
learn with increasing value that, “in 
keeping of them there is great re- 
ward.”—What Cheer Trestleboard. 


The Uninterested Mason 


It is not unreasonable to suppose 
that when a man of mature years 
and adult judgment pays one hun- 
dred dollars to be admitted into the 
Masonic institution he must be inter- 
ested. When he transcribes his name 
on the dotted line at the bottom of a 
petition, knowing that he thereby 
looses upon his trail three investi- 
gators from the lodge who are sup- 
posed to examine closely into his 
character and standing, he must 
think that what he is applying for 
is worth the risk. When in the proc- 
ess of his induction he puts time and 
effort into learning long stretches of 
catechism, he must have been “sold” 
on the institution. 

The active desire of the candidate 
being thus unmistakably demon- 
strated, how may a_ subsequent 
evaporation of the same, which oc- 
curs in so many cases, be satisfac- 
torily explained? Is he disappointed 
in what he hears, sees and learns in 
his progress through the degrees of 
the lodge? Is Masonry something 
different from what he has conceived 
it to be or has he been given an er- 
roneous idea by the persons to whom 
he has applied for information? Is 
it his own mental reactions that 
cause his subsequent defection, mak- 
ing of him, simply a dues-paying, 
seldom - attending, uninterested unit 
in the membership, or are the lodge 


and the brethren remiss in some duty 
that has not been fully appreciated 
by them? It is to be feared that per- 
haps the last-named conjecture may 
be the correct one. 

The making of a new Mason is not 
a mere matter of receiving his ap- 
plication, launching a more or less 
perfunctory inquiry into his charac- 
ter and reputation, taking his 
money, conferring upon him what 
rites he has paid for, compelling him 
to commit to memory certain cate- 
chetical questions and answers, issn 
ing to him a certificate of member- 
ship, and then turning him loose to 
find his own way into an understand- 
ing of Masonic philosophy and od 
ticipation in Masonic privileges, e 
efits and fellowship. Some cancr 
dates are so minded that they will 
persevere of their own volition, a 
most of them require encouragemen 
They are on new 


and assistance. \ 
and must have 


and strange ground a tla 
constant, sympathetic gue 


i own jgnorance and 
Mindful of their own 1gnor - 
wait expectant!) 


riends to take 
ad them into 
This is the 
lodge and 
informed 


inexperience, they 
for true and trusty f 
them by the hand and le 
fuller understanding. 
duty collectively of the 
individually of the better 
brethren. 
The primary 0 
obviously possesse 


terest which was so 
d by the neophyte 
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must be kept alive and active. It is 
not enough that he hear the tenets 
of Masonry expounded a few times, 
its beauties revealed in ceremonial 
rites which perhaps do not fully im- 
press themselves upon him in a few 
hearings, and the obligations which 
it lays upon him detailed without ex- 
planation and sufficient application. 
There is more in Masonry than can 
be grasped in a few brief periods of 
exposition. There is a lesson of life, 
a long sermon, in almost every 
phrase of our admirable ritual. 
Man’s duty toward his Creator, the 
world at large, his neighbor and him- 
self are adequately set forth in its 
terse and vivid ceremonials. But they 
are so concentrated and packed with 
truth, admonition and instruction 
that they cannot be separated, un- 
derstood and assimilated without 
continued study and contemplation. 

The instruction imparted to the 
candidate in the fundamental three 
degrees of Masonry has been care- 
fully condensed into less than four 
hours of direct vocal exercise, but it 
covers a complete and _ all-inclusive 
philosophy. It is not to be expected 
that a candidate will be able to col- 
late all this in his mind and suc- 
cessfully digest it after one or a 
dozen hearings. There is scarcely 
an emergency that can arise in hu- 
man experience for which Masonic 
principles do not provide a solution 
and guide. The most complex de- 
velopments of modern life are clearly 
and sanely unravelled and straight- 
ened out by the plain and simple ar- 
ticles of the Masonic philosophy. 
One among the many of its major 
tenets, the well-known Golden Rule, 
“doing unto thy neighbor as you 
would in similar cases that he should 
do unto you,” is a master key that 
will unlock any door of doubt and 
uncertainty. This and many other 
righteous injunctions laid upon the 
candidate form a complete system of 
lligent exhortation and and un- 
lled guide as to earthly morality 


inte 
equa | 
and right living. 

Here then is where the responsi- 
bility and duty of the lodge and its 
members come in. It is their prov- 
ince to lead the newly-made brother 
into profitable utilization of the light 
he has. received. It is incumbent 
upon them, if they are to be worthy 
of the understanding given to them, 
to remind him of the excellent pre- 


cepts he has heard, to explain their 
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meaning and indicate how they may 
be applied to the circumstances of 
daily living, to point out their im- 
plications and develop their hidden 
beauties. It is the privilege of the 
brethren to admonish, to reprehend 
and to encourage the initiate so that 
he may enter into the fullness of life 
of the sincere and devoted Mason. 


[January, 1931 


They should follow up the instruc- 
tion of the ritual with explanation, 
manifesting an interest in the initiate 
that will spur him on to continue the 
search for light and truth and pre- 
vent his going out a neglected and 
half-instructed pupil — that saddest 
of all failures—an uninterested Ma- 
son.—Masonic Chronicler, 


A Brief Story of Masonry 


Freemasonry’s oldest document is 
a piece of doggerel variously known 
as the Regius MS., or Regius Poem, 
or Halliwell MS., which has been 
dated by experts at 1390 A.D. It is 
a quaint bit of writing, built about a 
strange old legend of the Craft, and 
is of value to the historian because it 
offers some little picture of the cus- 
toms of English Freemasons in its 
period, of what they believed about 
the origins of their art, and how 
ancient they deemed it to be. Other 
old manuscripts are in existence, one 
of them dated at 1450; others are 
from various later dates down to a 
few years after the founding in 1717 
of the Mother Grand Lodge in Lon- 
don. 

Masonry had existed, of course, 
prior to 1390, but what manner of 
thing it was we know only by sur- 
mise. However, it is reasonably cer- 
tain that our brethren in the four- 
teenth century were using ceremonies 
inherited from many centuries be- 
fore. During the time of the Cae- 
sars there were many organized 
groups of builders (“mason” means 
“builder”), called “collegia,” and it 
is most probable that, like so many 
other similar organizations of the 
time, they employed various. cere- 
monies of a religious or magical 
character. A number of the elements 
in the ritual we now use are undoubt- 
edly of very ancient origin; perhaps 
those elements came down through 
the collegia to our medieval brethren, 
who passed them on to us. 

During the Middle Ages all groups 
of workmen were organized in guilds. 
each with its own customs, set of 
officers, traditions, rules, and regu- 
lations; in some cases they held 
courts of their own, and otherwise 
performed certain functions later ta- 
ken over by governmental agencies. 
Among these, of course, were guilds 
of builders, composed of the vari- 


ous classes of men engaged in some 
phase of architectural work. Such a 
guild was organized somewhat after 
the fashion of a modern lodge; it 
had a master, wardens, secretary, 
treasurer, kept a set of books, met 
in regular communications, and re- 
cruited its membership from appren- 
tices. 

It is probable that in such a guild 
were stone masons, carpenters, wall- 
ers, paviors, glaziers, sculptors, and 
carvers, along with a few men, such 
as clerks, who, though not operative 
builders, were necessary to the enter- 
prise. It is also probable that the 
Masons had in their possession a 
secret ceremony, or ceremonies, in- 
herited from ancient times, into 
which they initiated their appren- 
tices on the St. John’s Days, or other 
appropriate occasions. Evidence is 
to the effect that the Masons took 
their apprentices to some secluded 
hilltop or hidden valley, laid out a 
“lodge” on the ground in the shape 
of an “oblong square,” and led the 
youths through a mystic ceremony, 
the climax to which was a selemn ob- 
ligation. Only the Masons strictly 
so-called were admitted to these rites, 
and only their own apprentices were 
initiated; non-Masonic members of 
the guild were as rigidly excluded as 
outsiders. 

The craft of Operative Masonry 
flourished from the twelfth to the 
fourteenth centuries, began to de- 
cline in the fifteenth, and. suffered 
most after the Reformation in the 
sixteenth century, the Reformation 
giving the death-blow to the Gothic 
style of building. 

Nevertheless, some lodges scat- 
tered through England, Scotland. 
and Ireland, survived the Reforma- 
tion. 

These lodges gradually fell into 
the practice of admitting into their 
membership a number of “gentlemen” 
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unconnected with the trade, and 
called “accepted” Masons. By the 
beginning of the eighteenth century 
the membership in such old lodges as 
we have record of was about evenly 
divided between “operatives” and the 
“accepted.” 

In 1716 men from a few old lodges 
in or about London met for a con- 
ference to consider ways and means 
to strengthen the dwindling Craft. 
Out of their deliberations grew a 
proposal to set up a grand lodge, 
to serve as a “centre of union,” and 
to have authority over the lodges. 
A grand lodge was organized in 
1717, with Anthony Sayer as the 
first grand master. At first it ex- 
ercised its sway over only London 
and Westminster, but more lodges 
were added to its list and it char- 
tered new lodges, until its jurisdic- 
tion was ultimately extended to the 
whole of England. Under its lead- 
ership similar grand lodges were set 
up in Ireland and Scotland, and 
lodges — with subsequent grand 
lodges —— in the Americas, on the 
Continent, and ultimately in all parts 
of the world. 

A rival grand lodge was set up in 
London in 1751, and became a fruit- 
ful source of new lodges, many of the 
lodges in American Colonies deriving 
their charters from it. It came to 
be called the “Ancient” Grand 
Lodge, as distinguished from the 
“Modern”, as was dubbed the grand 
lodge of 1717. In 1813 these two 
grand bodies were amalgamated un- 
der the name of the United Grand 
Lodge of England. 

All the regular Freemasonry in 
America came from these two grand 
lodges, save for a few lodges char- 
tered by the grand lodges of Scot- 
land and Ireland. The Grand Lodge 
of New York was organized on a 
charter issued by the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of England (also sometimes 
called “Atholl Grand Lodge*) in 
1781. 

Throughout all the changes inci-- 
dental to this long evolution, from 
the operative lodge to the formation 
of the mother grand lodge, and on 
down to the present, certain funda- 
mentals have remained unchanged. 
These are described as “Land- 
marks”. They express the unique 
character of the Craft, with such at- 
tributes as distinguish it from all 
other associations, Among these 
fundamentals are such as these: no 
woman can be made a Mason; all 
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political, religious and racial contro- 
versies are excluded; commercial in- 
terests cannot be prosecuted in a 
lodge; the open Bible must be on the 
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altar, and all things must be done in 
the name of the Sublime Grand 
Architect of the Universe. 

—Bd. of Gen. Activities, N. Y. 


The British Craft in 1931 


The start of a New Year finds the 
Craft under the United Grand Lodge 
of England in a vigorous and healthy 
condition. New lodges are being 
added every year, and they afford 
younger brethren opportunity to 
obtain that experience in lodge work 
which eventually leads to the ambi- 
tion of all good Masons. These new 
lodges are of all kinds; some of them 
class lodges, in the widest accept- 
ance of that term; others of a com- 
prehensive character where men of 
different traditions can meet to- 
gcther in perfect freedom. 

London continues to contribute a 
very large share of the new lodges, 
and now represents nearly 25 per 
cent of all the lodges on the roll. The 
increase last year was 25, while the 
whole of the rest of England only 
added 52 new lodges, and if the pres- 
ent rate of growth continues London 
will soon have one-third of the lodges 
in England. 

In some quarters this centraliza- 
tion is held to be a matter for regret, 
but it is impossible to check the 
growth of the metropolis or of Ma- 
sonry there. The only difficulty in 
the way is the difficulty of obtaining 
suitable accommodation, as_ several 
well-known centres have recently 
closed their doors. There are a num- 
ber of lodges immediately adjoining 
London, such as those in Middlesex, 
parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent 
and Surrey, which, though within the 
London sphere of Masonic influence, 
possess their own distinct character- 
istics and Provincial patriotism, of 
which they are justly proud. 

So far as is at present known, the 
only outstanding Masonic function 
in prospect is the laying of the foun- 
dation-stone of the new Freemasons 
Hospital at Ravenscourt Park, Lon- 
don, W., which will probably take 
place this year, and which will be an 
indication that the greater portion 
of the amount needed for the con- 
struction of the Hospital has been 
subscribed. The number of cases re- 
ceived from the Provinces and from 


Overseas in the present hospital of 
46 beds at Fulham road disposes of 


the suggestion that the hospital is 
merely a London hospital, It is true 
that it is situated in London, but its 
doors are open to members of the 
Craft and their relatives from all 
parts of the world. 

It might be thought by those who 
have read the report of the meeting 
of grand lodge on 3rd December, 
and the consequent correspondence 
on the question of the levy then pro- 
posed, that there was a danger of a 
split in the Craft on this question. 
We are glad to think that nothing of 
the case is likely to occur. There is 
a difference of opinion on methods, 
but none on the principle that the 
Masonic Peace Memorial must be 
properly maintained when it 1S 
opened next year by the M.W. the 
Grand Master who will then see the 
fruition of his great project to com- 
memorate those members of the 
Craft who fell in the war, and at the 
same time to afford a fitting head- 
quarters and mecting-place for the 
members of the United Grand Lodge 
of England. 

To quote the language of the 
King’s Speech at the opening of Par- 
liament, “Our relations with foreign 
powers continue to be friendly. 
1930 has been remarkable for the 
recognition of four European grand 
lodges, the basic principles laid hes 
in September, 1929, being carefully 
observed in each case; and there will 
be general rejoicing if 1931 should 
see the resumption of those relations 
with other grand lodges which wees 
suspended in consequence of the WwW an 
The first step towards that eee I 
tion must obviously come from those 
bodies which broke off diplomatic re- 
lations; but if what we hay ; 
heard be well founded, and Ligehapeone 
be glad to think it is, that step ahr 
likely to be long delayed. W ae 
it is taken it will be welcomed in this 
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country. 
The charitable instinets 
brethren have been amply 
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strated during last year, although in 
two cases the festivals of the insti- 
tutions fell short of their needs, but 
the aggregate subscribed, despite the 
unfavourable business conditions, 
taxation, etc., was remarkably good, 
and 1931 is likely to prove that they 
are no less generous. 

Lord Ampthill will this year com- 
plete 40 years of useful service as 
Provincial Grand Master of Bed- 
fordshire, and no doubt the Province 
will delight to honor its very popu- 
lar head, who makes a point of vis- 
iting all the lodges each year in an 
informal way and so knowing, and 
becoming known to, all the members. 

So far as bicentenaries are con- 
cerned, 1731 is a blank, none of the 
lodges begun in that year having 

continued to the present. Five of 
the 1831 lodges will celebrate their 
centenary, two of them being over- 
seas—405, Royal Philanthropic 
(Port of Spain, Trinidad), and 407 
Union of Malta (Valetta, Malta). 
The others are 406, Northern Coun- 
ties (Newcastle-on-Tyne), 408, 
Lodge of The Three Graces (Ha- 
worth, Yorks), and 409, Stortford 
(Bishop’s Stortford, Herts). There 
are no less than 45 lodges founded in 
1881 still on the roll. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that the 
New Year will be free from the un- 
edifying discussion of personalities 
and the internal affairs of Masonic 
organizations with which The Free- 
mason has never concerned itself, 
and which is calculated to divert at- 
tention from the true aims and pur- 
poses of the Craft to less important 
issues. 

The Craft is fortunate in having 
at its head a revered member of the 
Roval Family, whose interest in its 
welfare is close and continuous, while 
the executive control remains in the 
safe hands of such tried and trusted 
brethren as Lord Ampthill, Lord 
Cornwallis, Sir Alfred Robbins and 
Sir Colville Smith. The notable ex- 
ample given by these leaders, and by 
the Provincial Grand Masters in 
their own localities, is something for 
the individual members of every 

lodge to copy. Stress is always laid 
at the conescration of a new lodge 
on the necessity for brethren prac- 
tising out of the lodge the excellent 
tenets and principles which they are 
taught within it. May this admoni- 
tion ever be kept before the lodges 
and their. members!—The Freema- 


son. London. 
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A Grand Master Warns 


The Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of New York State, threw a 
bomb into the camps of the Eastern 
Stars and DeMolays in an address 
before the Grand Lodge of New 
York, May 6. We reprint his words: 

“Grand Lodge recognizes only 
four organizations as Masonic; 
namely, the grand chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, the grand council of 
Royal and Select Masters, the grand 
commandery of Knights Templar, 
and the ancient and accepted Scot- 
tish Rite, Northern and Southern 
Jurisdictions. 

“These organizations are of long 
standing, and are permanently at- 
tached to our Masonry. They in- 
clude in their memberships many of 
our best beloved brethren, and have 
been conspicuous in their charitable 
and benevolent activities, 

“We trust that the attachment of 
these associate bodies does not dc- 
tract from their interest in symbolic 
Masonry. So long as this is symbolic 
Masonry, it is helped rather than 
harmed. We rely upon the loyalty 
of the brethren to see that this con- 
dition prevails. 

“Besides these recognized bodies, 
there is a large number of organiza- 
tions claiming connection with Ma- 
sonry. With most of them the claim 
is based upon the fact that member- 
ship therein is predicted upon mem- 
bership in our fraternity or on blood 
or family relationship to our mem- 
bers. These organizations are, in 
common parlance, almost too numer- 
ous to mention, and an enumeration 
of them would probably be incom- 
plete another year, for like mush- 
rooms, they spring up overnight. 

“They may be divided into two 
classes: First, those who require that 
their members shall be Masons; sec- 
ond, those whose members are both 
Masons and non-Masons, and _ thosv 
who have no Masons in their member- 
ship. 

“The former class includes a large 
majority of these unrecognized or- 
ganizations. Being composed en- 
tirely of Masons, the public who do 
not belong to our fraternity natur- 
ally look upon them as part of our 
general Masonic organizations, and 
indeed many of our own fraternity 
so consider them. The conduct of 
some of them at times is not credit- 
able to Masonry. Not being recog- 


nized as Masonic by our Craft, they 
are, as organizations, beyond the 
control of grand lodge, and are a 
law unto themselves. While this is 
true, nevertheless, grand lodge does 
have control over the individuals who 
compose these memberships. 

“J do not question the good inten- 
tions of our brethren who join them; 
they do not harbor any thought of 
disloyalty to Masonry; but member- 
ship in these organizations necessar- 
ily divides their allegiance, their time, 
and their resources. 

“The organizations belonging to 
the second class are divided into 
those who admit Masons into their 
membership and those who do not. 
To the former belong the Order of 
the Eastern Star and to the latter 
the Order of DeMolay. 

“Tt will be noted that those who 
compose the memberships of these 
two organizations (exclusive of Ma- 
sons who are permitted to join the 
Eastern Star) are not eligible to 
membership in Masonry. They com- 
prise women and boys or young men 
under age. The Landmarks prohibit 
their entry into Masonry, yet each 
class claims a connection with Ma- 
sonry, the Eastern Star because of 
the fact that Masons are members 
of it. The Order of DeMolay claims 
a connecting link with Masonry 
through the fact that chapters there- 
of must be sponsored by Masons 
either in an organized capacity, or 
through some particular group of in- 
dividual Masons. 

“To my mind these groups, com- 
posed of persons who are prohibited 
from becaming Masons, present the 
most serious problems. Unlike the 
organizations containing Masons, 
grand lodge has no control over their 
individual members. Their relation 
to Masonry can be regulated only 
by our attitude toward them. Be- 
cause of this I have insisted that 
the Order of DeMolay should not be 
in any way recognized as a Masonic 
organization. I have similar convic- 
tions concerning the Eastern Star. 

“T have no opposition to either of 
these bodies as long as they operate 
independently and without attempt- 
ing to attach themselves to Masonry 
or to become so considered in the 
popular mind, 

“T was convinced early in the ad- 
ministration of my office that De- 
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Molay was rapidly becoming consid- 
ered as Masonic. It was frequently 
referred to as the Junior Masonic 
Order of Masons and other like 
terms. I found that many of our 
own brethren seemed to look upon 
the order as part of Masonry. It 
was for these reasons, and because 
the members thereof are ineligible for 
membership in Masonry, that I took 
the stand I did against countenanc- 
ing any such connections, and not 
because of any hostility to the order 
itself, or the work that it is doing for 
boys. 

“From reports received, I am en- 
couraged to believe that the lodges 
and members of our fraternity are 
coming to my own viewpoint. 

“In my judgment the existence of 
these organizations, composed wholly 
or partly of Masons, and some of 
them with no Masons as members, 
weakens Craft Masonry, and that, 
if we are to preserve Masonry in its 
purity, integrity, and supremacy, 
serious consideration must be given 
to them. 

“T therefore recommend that the 
grand master be authorized and di- 
rected to appoint a committee to 
make careful investigation of the 
matter and to give serious considera- 
tion thereto, including the question 
as to whether or not our members 
should be prohibited from member- 
ship in these other bodies, or any of 
them, and that such committee be 
directed to report to the next com- 
munication of the grand lodge.” 


Plain Talk 


In the “good old times,” not so 
long ago at that, it was accounted as 
sacrilege for one to even whisper 
above the breath in criticism or con- 
demnation of Masons, their prac- 
tices and their shortcomings. The 
public was supposed to believe that 
every Lodge was the gathering place 
of those near to saintliness and that 
every Mason had sprouting wings. 
Not a speaker but distributed halos 
to his fellows. Every writer on the 
Masonic press was sure that the fra- 
ternal pathway ran without break or 
turning-out place straight to the 
kingdom of heaven. 

But nowadays a habit of more 
critical thought and of plainer 
speech has stirred the atmosphere of 
our Lodges. A sometimes unpalat- 
able truth is heard from the lips of 
informed brethren. and is set forth 
in unmistakable phrase in fraternal 
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publications. Even in grand lodge, 
or in the documents of its proceed- 
ings, one finds evidence that Masons 
are very frequently subject to the 
faults and follies of men in general. 
This is all to the good, as being likely 
to keep down an overweening conceit, 
to disturb hypocrisy and to bring 
us all to a decent humility of mind. 

To give our readers some notion 
of what is being said to Masons by 
those who can use strong English we 
bring together two recent outbursts. 
The first is from the report on cor- 
respondence to the Grand Lodge of 
Iowa. It is the product of Past 
Grand Master Louis Block, who can 
upon just occasion dip his pen into 
vitriol. He writes of the fools who 
would make travesty of that which is 
of solemn significance, as follows: 

“There are those who sit upon the 
sidelines in the Third Degree, and 
are sure to simper, smirk, and snick- 
er at the stroke of the setting maul, 
apparently wholly unable either to 
grasp or appreciate the solemn sig- 
nificance of the tragedy that is being 
presented. These members (we dare 
not call them Masons) would seem to 
prefer making ‘whoopee’ to making 
Masons. These are the fellows who 
would engraft upon our ancient and 
honorable order those ‘side degrees’ 
which are to Masonry what the 
idiocy of jazz is to music. These 
freaks would have the world believe 
that these fantastic frivolities into 
which they throw every bit of soul 
that they can scrape up, is after all 
the real ‘Masonry.’ If they cannot 
hammer some horseplay into the de- 
sree work, then they try to get the 
lodge to endorse side degrees that 
are nothing but horse-play. The 
more they can make Masonic work 
look like the antics of the ‘Sons and 
Dauehters of IT Will Arise? the het- 
ter thev seem to like it. The ‘knife 
and fork Masons’ throng their ranks 
and a lodge session to be a supreme 
suecess should be a case of ‘siggle, 
eabble, gobble and git.’ ” 

Next, as an example of emphasis, 
we auote from the “Editor's Easy 
Chair” department of the Square 
“nd Compass, of Denver. Brother 
Valentine, who is withal a most lov- 
ble fellow, is carried away at times 
hy the sins and shortcomines of his 
brethren to words such as the old 
prophets favored when lambasting 
the careless ones in Israel, Listen 
to him pan the sinners: 


7 ; . . 
‘Happiness consists in a con- 
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tented frame of mind. I confess to 
experiencing a contented ‘editorial’ 
frame of mind, and consequently— 
by all the rules—should be happy. 
One of the greatest pleasures that 
can come to a jounralistic turn of 
mind, is to get one’s readers thor- 
oughly incensed, and to the pitch 
where they entirely disagree with 
everything one has said, and the 
manner in which it is said, and from 
every point of the compass come 
conflicting and exasperated criti- 
cism. In fact, just now, I am hav- 
ing more fun than a boy killing 
snakes. 

“Has it ever occurred to you that 
Tom Paine and Bob Ingersoll did 
more to bring about the practice of 
true Christian religion than half of 
the preachers who lived in their gen- 
eration? Brann, the Iconoclast, had 
more effect in stirring men up from 
their self-satisfied complacency than 
all the reformers of his age. Now, I 
don’t pose as a Paine, an Ingersoll, 
or a Brann, and in reality I’m the 
mildest-mannered chap that ever cut 
a throat or scuttled a ship, but I am 
willing to expend the entire arsenal 
at my command of billingsgate, ‘cuss 
words,’ scorn, and ridicule, if I can 
only stir you up from your damned 
(there, it slipped out again) self- 
satisfied, complaisant, smug, psalm- 
singing, hypocritical, Pharisaical. 
‘holier-than-thou,’? conception of 
yourselves as Masons. God Almighty 
demands more of us because we are 
Masons and ‘have seen the light.’ In- 
stead of measuring up to his stand- 
ard as Masons, we are too frequently 
perfectly contented to fold our 
hands and form a mutual admiration 
society, and expect the world to fall 
down and worship us. Why, if I 
could buy the entire Masonic Frater- 
nity at their actual worth—meas- 
ured by the real practice of Masonic 
virtues, and sell them for their own 
ovinion of their wonderful display of 
charity. brotherly love, and tolera- 
tion, I’d become a Croesus. John D. 
wouldn’t be a grease spot on a fin 
plate to me! 

After reading these excerpts, all 
that is required is that you nod your 
head in the direction of Brothers 
Jones and Smith and Brown, with 
the mental note that these blasts are 
fitting and apply to their cases. As 
for vaursdit. go presently to the 
housetop and thank God that Pi 
are not as such unrighteous crew. 


—The Masonic World 


JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 


Isaiah Thomas, Revolutionary pa- 
triot, printer and publisher, was born 
at Boston, Mass., January 19, 1749. 
He served three terms as grand mas- 
ter of Massachusetts. 

Gen. Henry Lee, Governor of Vir- 
ginia (1791-94), who in eulogizing 
George Washington before both houses 
of Congress, referred to him as “‘first 
in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen,” was born at 
“Leesylvania,’” Prince William County, 
Va., January 29, 1756, and was a mem- 
ber of Hiram Lodge No. 59, West- 
moreland County, Va. 

William Palfrey, grand secretary of 
the Grand Lodgge of Massachusetts, 
became a member of St. Andrew’s 
Lodge, Boston, January 26, 1761. 

Rev. John Prince, clergyman and in- 
ventor, became a member of Massachu- 
setts Lodge, Boston, January 11, 1779. 

Simeon Thayer, an officer of the fa- 
mous “Rhode Island Line” during the 
American Revolution, was made a mem- 
ber of St. John’s Lodge, Providence, 
R. I., January 22, 1779. 

Stephen Girard, American philan- 
thropist, who established and endowed 
Girard College, Philadelphia, Pa., was 
made a Mason in Union Blue Lodge No. 
8, Charleston, S. C., January 28, 1788. 

Capt. Robert King, Jr., who served 
in the War of 1812, and was later lieu- 
tenant colonel of Pennsylvania Militia, 
was born in Lancaster County, Pa., 
January 2, 1789. He was a member 
of Amicable Lodge No. 25, Baltimore, 
Md.. and had the distinction of being a 
Mason for 61 years. 

James Mitchell noted 
statesman and orator, who in 1774 or- 
oanized the “Kentish Guards” in Kast 
Greenwich, R. I., becoming its first 
commanding officer: and who was later 
a delegate to the Continental Congress 
from that state, died at Marietta, Ohio, 
January 10. 1789. He delivered the 
St. John’s Dav address in St. John’s 
5 Providence. R. I.. in 1778 and 
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and Clark Expedition, who was. first 
Governor of Louisiana Territory, was 
passed and raised in Door to Virtue 
Lodge No. 44, Albemarle County, Va., 
January 29, 1797. 

Gen. John Glover, who commanded 
the “Marine Regiment” that trans- 
ported General Washington’s army 
across the Delaware in 1777 before the 
Battle of Trenton, died at Marblehead, 
Mass., January 30, 1797. As a Mason 
he visited St. John’s Lodge at Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

Major John C. Ten Broeck, who 
served in the American Revolution, rep- 
resented Hudson Chapter, R. A. M., at 
the formation of the Grand Chapter of 
New York, January 14, 1798. 

Dr. Isaac Auld, third grand com- 
mander of the Southern Supreme Coun- 
cil (1822-26), received the thirty-third 
degree on January 10, 1802. 

Gen. George Hume Steuart, who 
served in the War of 1812, was made a 
member of Cassia Lodge No. 45, Bal- 
timore, Md., January 10, 1912. 

George Miles Chilcott, member of 
Congress from Colorado Territory, and 
later U. S. Senator from that state, was 
horn near Cassville, Huntingdon Coun- 
ty. Pa., January 2, 1828, and was a 
member of Pueblo (Colo.) Command- 
ery No. 3 K. T. 

Gen. Samuel Houston, Governor of 
Tennessee (1827-29) and Governor of 
Texas (1859-61), demitted from Cum- 
herland Lodge No. 8, Nashville, Tenn.. 
January 20, 1831, and a few vears later 
affliated with Holland Lodge No. 1, 
Houston, Texas. 

Beniomin B. Odell. Jr.. Governor of 
New York (1901-05), was born at 
Newburgh, N. Y.. January 14. 1854. 
and was a member of Newburgh. 
(N. Y.) Lodge No. 309. 

Charles Edward Rosenbaum. lieu- 
tenant grand commander of the Soutth- 
ern Suvreme Council, and dean of that 
hody. wes horn at St. Louis. Mo., Jan- 
vary 1, 1855, and received the entered 
avprentice degree in Magnolia Lodge 
No. 60, Little Rock, Ark.. in January, 
1886, 

Kamehomeha TV. Kine of Hawaii. 
received the first and second degrees of 
Masonry in Lodge Je Progres de 
V’Oceanie No. 371. at Honolulu, Janu- 
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ary 14, 1857, and on January 10, 1858, 
became master of the lodge. 

General Albert Pike was elected 
grand commander of the Supreme 
Council, Southern Jurisdiction, Janu- 
ary 22, 1859, serving for 32 years. 

Louis F. Hart, Governor of Washing- 
ton for three terms, was born at High 
Point, Mo., January 4, 1862, and was 
a member of Fern Hill Lodge No. 80 
and Afifi Shrine Temple, both bodies 
ef Tacoma, Wash. 

William Blackstone Hubbard, fifth 
grand master of Knights Templar, 
U. S. A., a position he held for five 
terms, and grand master of Ohio (1850- 
53), died at Columbus, January 5, 
1866. 

Dr. Francis C. Higgins, founder of 
the New York Numismatic Club and its 
president for three years, was born at 
Philadelphia, Pa., January 7, 1867, 
and was a thirty-third degree member 
of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 

Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau, who served 
in the Mexican and Civil Wars, and 
was a member of Congress from Ken- 
tucky, died at New Orleans, La., Jan- 
uary 7, 1869, and was buried Mason- 
ically, the ceremonies being conducted 
by Past Grand Master Todd. 

Capt. Mordecai Myers, grand master 
of the Grand Lodge of New York 
(1852-56), died January 20, 1871, and 
was buried with Masonic honors. 

Reuben H. Lloyd, eighteenth grand 
master of Knights Templar, U. S As 
1898-1901), was knighted in Califor- 
nia Commandery No. 1, at San Fran- 
cisco, in January, 1874, 

Arthur MacArthur, twenty - third 
grand master of the Knights Templar, 
U. S. A., was knighted in Apollo Com- 
mandery No, 15, Troy, N. Y., January 
9, 1880. 

Milton Sills, motion picture star, first 
vice-president and charter member of 
the 233 Club at Hollywood. Cal., was 
born in Chicago, Ill., January 12, 1882. 
and was a member of Pacific Lodge No. 


233, New York, N. Y., until his death. 


Schuyler Colfax. seventeenth Vice- 
President of the United States. who 
was initiated in Lehanon Lodge No. 7. 
Washineton, D. C., died at Mankato. 
Minn.. January 13, 1885, 

William Jennings Bryan, statesman 


w 
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and orator, was initiated in Lincoln 


(Neb.) Lodge No. 19, January 28, 


1902. 

Henry Bates Stoddard, nineteenth 
grand master of the Knights Templars, 
S. A., received the thirty-third degree 
at Galveston, Tex., January 17, 1920. 

Earl Douglas Haig, British Field 
Marshal and senior grand deacon for 
Scotland, died at London, Eng., Janu- 
ary 29, 1928. 


Harry M. Daugherty, Attorney Gen- 
eral under President Harding, and 
member of Lafayette Lodge No. 19, 
Washington, D. C., was born at Wash- 
ington Court House, Ohio, January 26, 
1860. 

George William Vallery, twenty-sev- 
enth grand master of Knights Temp- 
lar, U. S. A., and Potentate of El Jebel 
Shrine Temple, Denver, Colo., in 1903, 
was born at Plattsmouth, Neb., Janu- 
ary 24, 1861, and received the thirty- 
second degree at Denver, January 18, 
1894. 

Frank O. Lowden, former Governor 
of Illinois, was born at Sunrise City, 
Minn., January 26, 1861, and is a 33rd 
degree member of the Northern Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction, 

William L. Sharp, twenty-eighth and 
present grand master of Knights 
Templar, U. S. A., was born at Prince- 
ton, Ill., January 19, 1862. 

William W. Atterbury, president of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, was born at 
New Albany, Ind., January 31, 1866, 
and is a member of Colonial Lodge No. 
631, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ephraim I’, Morgan, former Gover- 
nor of West Virginia, is claimed as a 
member by both Osiris and Nemesis 
Shrine Temples of that state. He was 
born January 16, 1869, in Marion 
County, W. Va. 

John W. Harreld, former U. S. Sen- 
ator from Oklahoma, was born near 
Morgantown, Ky., January 24, 1872, 
and is a member of India Shrine Tc.n- 
ple, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
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William M. Jardine, Secretary of 
Agriculture in the Coolidge Cabinet, 
was born in Oneida County, Idaho, Jan- 
uary 16, 1879, and is a member of La- 
fayette Lodge No. 16, Manhattan, 
Kans. 

James G. Scrugham, former Gover- 
nor of Nevada, was born at Lexington, 
Ky., January 19, 1880, and is a mem- 
ber of Reno Lodge No. 13 and DeWitt 
Clinton Commandery, K. T., both bod- 
ies of Reno, Nev. 

Prince Arthur of Connaught, Pro- 
vineial Grand Master for Berkshire, 
was born at London, Eng., January 13, 
1883. 

J. Hugo Tatsch, Masonic writer and 
historian of note, was born in Milwau- 
kee, Wis., January 19, 1888. 

James B. A. Robertson, fourth Gov- 
ernor of Oklahoma, was initiated in 
Chandler (Okla.) Lodge No. 58, Jan- 
uary 20, 1900. 

Major Gordon William Lillie (Paw- 
nee Bill) received the thirty-second de- 
gree at Guthrie, Okla., January 24, 
1901. He is a member of the Mystic 
Shrine and Royal Order of Jesters. 

Charles Rand Kennedy, celebrated 
actor and playwright, was made a Ma- 
son in Howard Lodge No. 35, New 
York City, January 22, 1809, and has 
attained the thirty-third degree. 

Gustay V. King of Sweden, who is 
grand master of the grand lodge of that 
country, celebrated his fiftieth anniver- 
sary as a Mason January 13, 1927. 


THE CARDINAL HAS HIS JOKE 

Making an address before the faith- 
ful at a recent Eucharistic conference 
at Omaha, Neb., Cardinal Mundelein of 
the archdiocese of Chicago took occa- 
sion to carry the idea that in his opin- 
ion the greatest influence for moral and 
Christian goodness was the force of 
the example of the Catholic man of to- 
day. Being himself not only a Catho- 
lic but the ranking prelate of that faith 
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in this part of the country, that is 
about what he naturally would say. He 
may have had his fingers crossed when 
he said it, for the Cardinal is far from 
being a dull fellow, and the humor of 
the remark must have appealed to him, 
as well as to anyone else. He and his 
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priests know Catholic men pretty well, 
and in this statement he must have real- 
ized that he was taking in a good deal 
of territory. 

All sects, denominations and varieties 
of religious belief can justly claim to 
number among their communicants some 
very excellent people. The Roman 
Catholics have their share of them— 
conscientious, noble persons—and they 
may be looked upon very justly as of 
great influence for good. But Roman 
Catholicism has under its domination 
and protection a rather larger propor- 
tion of the vicious and depraved than 
any other prominent denomination. Of- 
ficial statistics show them abnormally 
numerous in some of our state prisons 
and other reformatory instittuions. Im- 
migration has brought to this country 
a great horde of undesirables, a large 
proportion of whom owe allegiance to 
the Roman Catholic church. “A great 
many of them become so active here 
that they are in almost constant conflict 
with the police and other law-enfore- 
ing officers—local, state and federal. It 
is a strange coincidence that so many 
of them are staunchly adherent to the 
papal church. They bootleg liquor, 
they racketeer, they are gunmen, hold- 
up men, hi-jackers, gamblers, speak- 
easy proprietors and workers, burglars 
and panderers, and, while they are not 
all Catholics, most of them are. It was 
formerly the custom when a wealthy 
gangster met the expected fate of his 
kind by being “put on the spot” and 
slain by unknown persons — for these 
slayers usually are not caught and 
brought to justice—to hold elaborate 
funeral services in some fashionable 
church, with two or three priests offi- 
ciating, thousands of dollars expended 
In costly casket, flowers, music, etc.. 
and with many of our leading politi- 
clans, officials and judges in attend: 
ance. These shameless exhibitions were 
discontinued only when public ridicule 
and reprobation became so great that 
even the “holy church” took notice and 
ordered such demonstrations discontin- 
ued. It is very rarely that the sudden 
demise of a gangster of 
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ices of a clergyman of any other faith. 
In view of these facts it is easily 
conceivable that Cardinal Mundelein 
must have chuckled to himself when he 
held up Catholic men as the best moral 
example of to-day. There are hun- 
dreds of Catholic laymen worthy of the 
distinction, as we all know, but there 
is also a sizable proportion of them who 
can be classified only as undesirables, 
criminals and potential candidates for 
state’s prison and the electric chair. 
—W.C. Rapp, in the Masonic Chron- 
icler, (Chicago). 


DEDICATION OF THE 
MASONIC TEMPLE AT 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 


Hundreds of brethren gathered from 
other parts of New Brunswick, and 
elsewhere, on the 24th ult. to witness 
the dedication of their third temple 
and grand lodge offices, built again to 
replace the loss caused by the disas- 
trous fire of last year. The ceremony 
was conducted by M. W. Bro. S. M. 
Wetmore, G. M., and amongst the dig- 
nitaries present, was M. W. Bro. J. A. 
Rowland, 33°, P. G. M. of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, in Ontario, who was 
the chief speaker at the banquet. 

Congratulations were extended by 
His Worship W. W. White, M. L. A., 
Mavor of St. John, and by other im- 
portant guests, who included M. W. 
Bros. Hon. J. G. Forbes and LeB. Wil- 
son of St. John, J. Vroom of St. Ste- 
phen, J. F. Edgett of Moncton, and 
R. W. Bros. C. A. Alexander of Camp- 
bellton and H. B. Irving of Moncton 

The erection was financed by a hold- 
ing company for the five lodges in the 
city, the directorate being composed of 
three representatives each from Albion, 
St John’s, Hibernia, Union and New 
Brunswick Lodges. The restoration 
has included a fourth story and base- 
ment, with elevator service, and the 
whole is as nearly fireproof as it could 
be made. The entrance has been changed 
from the west, facing Trinity Church, 
to the south on Germain Street, and 
the ground floor has four stores. The 
vestibule floor has a Masonic design in 
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tiles, and the entrance is of oak and 
bronze. The stairs are of slate with 
steel railings, and the elevator can be 
used either by push button or lever; 
it has two speeds, and is said to be 
the only one of its kind in the Mari- 
times. 

On the second floor is a ballroom-au- 
ditorium, and a club room which is open 
to all Masons; ‘the finish is natural 
birch with plaster beam ceilings and 
all suitable appointments; 300 persons 
can be seated at banquets. The prin- 
cipal rooms for the lodge, chapter, pre- 
ceptory and Scottish Rite are two sto- 
ries high, panelled in mahogany and 
furnished in the same upholstery in 
blue. There is a large balcony and a 
beautiful Casavant organ. 


WELL-KNOWN MASON PASSES 

R. W. Edward N. West, senior grand 
warden of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts in 1920, died at Boston, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 1930. Funeral 
services were held at Boston, Friday, 
Jan. 2, 1931, at 9:30 a. m. 

In the passing of ‘‘Eddie” West, a 
well-known figure in Massachusetts 
Freemasonry steps off the stage. Of a 
nature which endeared him to all, he 
was extremely popular. His work was 
markedly upright and accurate. He 
will be much missed, both in the fra- 
ternity and among his fellow soldiers 
of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company, of which unit he had held 
the command, as well as by a multitude 
of friends outside. 


G. H. P. GETS GIFTS 

During the felicitous ceremonies at- 
tending the retirement from the office 
of grand high priest of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts, 
Most Excellent Winthrop J. Cushing, 
the retiring incumbent, was the recip- 
ient of a beautiful electric banjo clock 
presented to him on behalf of the offi- 
cers who have served with him, by the 
new G. H. P. Jesse E. Ames. M. E. 
Comp. Ames, with his customary happy 
manner, spoke of the real service ren- 
dered to the capitular rite by his pred- 
ecessor, and emphasized the high re- 
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gard in which he was held by all with 
whom he had come in contact. 

As a further distinction the retiring 
grand high priest was awarded the 
Paul Revere medal, symbolic of distin- 
guished service to the Craft. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
SECRETARIES MEET 

The Masonic Secretaries Association 
of Massachusetts celebrated its tenth 
anniversary on December 3 with a din- 
ner at the Engineers Club, Boston. The 
grand master, grand secretary and 
grand marshal were guests, besides the 
secretary and president of the Masonic 
Secretaries Guild of Rhode Island. 

This association is an excellent me- 
dium through which the secretaries may 
exchange ideas, and by friendly and 
fraternal discussion lighten the prob- 
lems of their work and make it more 
interesting. 


AN UNIQUE EMBLEM 
The Lodge of Stirling, Malden, 
Massachusetts, has since 1914 used an 
emblem unique and distinctive, showing 
in addition to the Square and Com- 
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passes a Red Cross of St. Andrew and 
a Scotch thistle. 

The lodge was instituted on Novem- 
ber 30th, the feast day of Saint An- 
drew, the patron saint of Scotland, and 
his cross is used as the foundation of 
our emblem. 

The lodge was named after Ancient 
Stirling Lodge of Scotland, which was 
chartered by David, King of Scots, in 
the year 1147, as an operative lodge, 
and whose history is traced by records 
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and a code of by-laws adopted in the 
year 1745 to the present time. With a 
birthday and a name both of Scotch 
derivation, the national flower of Scot- 
land, the thistle, was selected to fit- 
tingly complete the emblem. 


BOY WILLED TO LODGE 
NOW HEADS TEMPLARS 

Nathan K. Tracy has recently been 
elevated to the position of Grand Com- 
mander of Knights Templar in Texas. 
The story of how Grand Commander 
Tracy was willed to a Masonic Lodge 
when he was a boy is told by Chief 
Justice T. H. Conner of the Second 
Court of Civil Appeals. Mr. Tracy’s 
parents moved to Texas from Vermont 
shortly before the Civil War, and his 
father served on the side of the South 
during that struggle. This act es- 
tranged him from his people in the 
North, and when, some years after the 
war, he died shortly after his wife’s 
death, he left a will devising his prop- 
erty, a small ranch and some cattle, and 
his two sons to the Masonic Lodge at 
Eastland. Judge Conner, then a young 
bachelor just getting a start in the 
practice of law, by due court process 
was appointed guardian of the two 
boys and administrator of the estate, 
the proceeds of which were to go to 
educating them. 

It seems that the father’s trust in 
Masonry has descended to the son. 
Nathan Tracy is a charter member of 
Alzafar Shrine Temple, President of 
Alzafar Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 
chairman of the Sick and Visiting Com- 
mittee, a member of the Shrine’s Stu- 
dent Loan Fund and served as Poten- 
tate in 1923, 

He was made a Knight Templar in 
June, 1893, and in 1917 was elected 
Commander of San Antonio Command- 
ery No. 7. He was elected Grand 
Captain of the Guard in Texas in 1922. 

He received the Scottish Rite De- 
grees in San Antonio in 1920 and was 
decorated with the rank of Knight 
Commander of the Court of Honour in 
1929, during which year he served as 
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Per- 


fection.—S. R. Herald. 
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LANDMARKS 
By Roserr I. CLeae 
The Masonic History Company of 
Chicago 

Of all subjects discussed among the 
Masonic brethren few, if any, have 
aroused more lasting debate and less 
unity than the Landmarks of the Craft. 
As many as the fifty-four stipulations 
of Grand Secretary H. B. Grant of 
Kentucky have been offered and other 
estimable authorities have urged claims 
for a fewer number. Dr. Albert G. 
Mackey published a list of twenty-five 
Landmarks in 1858 in the American 
Quarterly Review of Freemasonry. 
Brother Grant prepared his own list 
for the Masonic Home Journal of 1889 
and submitted them in a reconsidered 
form somewhat amplified for the atten- 
tion of the Masonic Congress of 1893. 

Naturally enough, the differences in 
the various lists beginning with Dr. 
Mackey’s pioneer work of 1858 are due 
to the breadth or scope of the defini- 
tions of the subject adopted by the 
several authorities who have dealt with 
the matter. Brother Grant held that 
“The Ancient Landmarks of Freema- 
sonry are the immemorial usages and 
fundamental principles of the Craft, 
and are unchangeable”. 

However, what some grand lodges 
have held to be Landmarks were not 
deemed unchangeable by all. The 
Grand Lodge of England does not now 
require a petitioner to be freeborn. 
Previous to the action of the Grand 
Lodge of England in 1847 it was nec- 
essary for a petitioner for the degrees 
under that jurisdiction to be a free man 
born of a free woman. Now it required 
the petitioner to be free. Nothing is 
said about being freeborn. 

Both the Grand Lodges of Massa- 
chusetts and North Carolina have 
adopted comparatively brief lists of 
Landmarks or Standards of Recogni- 
tion, the lists being valuable in deter- 
mining the Masonic status of any grand 
lodge. The committee, headed by 
Brother Melvin M. Johnson, on Revi- 
sion of the Grand Constitutions of 
Massachusetts in 1918 gave the follow- 
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ing definition with a list of Landmarks; 
“ane Landmarks are those ancient and 
universal fundamental principles of the 
Craft which no Masonic authoritv can 
alter or repeal. This grand lodge rec- 
ognizes the following Landmarks: 
Monotheism, the sole dogma of Free- 
masonry; belief in immortality, the ul- 
timate lesson of Masonic philosophy; 
the Volume of the Sacred Law, an in- 
dispensable part of the furniture of a 
lodge; the Legend of the Third De- 
gree; Secrecy; the Symbolism of the 
Operative Art; a Mason must be a free- 
born male adult. The above list of 
Landmarks is not declared to be ex- 
elusive’. 

A slightly more elaborate listing of 
the requirements for recognition of 
other grand lodges of Freemasons is 
that adopted by the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina. This list is appended: 
The Grand Lodge of North Carolina 
may recognize a Grand Lodge when 
satisfied. 

1, That such grand lodge has been 
formed lawfully by at least three just 
and duly constituted lodges, or that it 
has been legalized by valid act issuing 
from the Grand Lodge of North Caro- 
lina, or from a Grand Body in frater- 
nal relations with this grand lodge. 

2. That it is an independent, self- 
governing, responsible organization 
with entire, undisputed and exclusive 
dogmatic and administrative authority 
over the Symbolic Lodges within its 
jurisdiction, and not in any sense 
whatever subject to, or dividing such 
authority with, a Supreme Council, or 
other body claiming ritualistic or other 
supervision or control. 

3. That it makes Masons of men 
only, 

4. That it requires conformity to the 
following which The Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina considers necessary in 
a Masonic Body: 

(A) Acknowledgment of a belief in 
God the Father of all men. 

(B) Secrecy. 

(C) The Symbolism of Operative 
Masonry. 

(D) The division of Symbolic Ma- 
sonry into the three degrees practiced 
in North Carolina. 


rr 
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(E) The legend of the Third De- 
gree. 

(f) That its dominant purposes 
are charitable, benevolent; educational, 
and for the worship of God; and that 
it excludes controversial politics and 
sectarian religion from all activities 
under its auspices. 

(G) The Sacred Book of the Divine 
Law, Chief among the Three Great 
Lights of Masonry, indispensably pres- 
ent in the lodges while at work. 

5. That it occupies exclusively its 
territorial jurisdiction or else shares 
the same with another by mutual con- 
sent; and that it does not presume to 
extend its authority into or presume 
to establish lodges in a territory occu- 
pied by a lawful grand lodge without 
the expressed consent of such Supreme 
governing Masonic body. 

Proceedings show that the Grand 
Lodge of Brazil submitted details of 
practice and organization for Masonic 
recognition by the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina. Not only were the 
latter's Standards of Recognition 
adopted but affirmation was made of 
the enforcement of Anderson’s Consti- 
tutions and the Landmarks of Dr. 
Mackey. Certain European’ grand 
lodges have also gone beyond the above 
minimum requirements, as for example 
in demanding a belief in the Trinity 
essential to initiation. 

Every step toward a concise yet suf- 
ficient statement of the necessary 
Landmarks to establish the identity of 
the Craft is desirable and those grand 
lodges which have officially moved in 
that direction have thereby simplified 
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the situation to the general benefit of 
us all. Yet, true it is, that this morn- 
ing one good brother is discovered in 
print asking what are the Landmarks. 

Only the other day another esteemed 
brother, Oswald Wirth of Paris, 
France, also the editor of a Masonic 
Journal, Le Symbolisme, writing about 
the Craft in general, incidentally al- 
luding to the Masonic fraternity quali- 
fied by the fire of nationalism and 
other influences, had occasion to refer 
to the Landmarks. His letter was a 
personal communication, but he will 
forgive the writer for attempting to say 
in English what he so ably phrases in 
French upon this interesting subject. 
His conception of the true Landmarks 
are these: 

1. Brotherhood of Freemasons with- 
out distinction of race, belief, national- 
ity, or of social position. 

2. Willingness to labor for, a better 
humanity, a larger kindliness. 

3. Veneration for those architectural 
traditions on which are based the initia- 
tory education in the Royal Art of the 
Craft. 

To Brother Wirth, a Scottish Rite 
Mason of high standing, these are the 
outstanding Landmarks of the Masonic 
Institution. Truly they are brief and 
pithy. Each begets study. Probably 
few will accept them in the same light. 
Let us take them in order. Questions 
of race and of social position do enter 
into our choice of companions. Were 
the situation otherwise we should lay 
no claim to lodge fellowship among the 
Craft and this association is indeed the 
very essence of brotherhood. We may 
admit with sorrow that most of our 
members are not expected to attend 
their lodges. If they ever undertook 
to do so the problem would be no easy 
one to solve should we try to get them 
all on the right side of the tyled door 
and into the available seats of the 
chairs. 

There are countries where such a 
situation could not arise. A recent 
caller from a British Lodge has trav- 
elled far afield but his lodge at Man- 
chester meets but a very few times 
yearly and so his voyages to other 
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countries on each of the world’s oceans 
have been so nicely timed that he has 
not missed a session of his home lodge 
a London lodge, has recently had con- 
in sixteen years. Brother Norman, of 
gratulations on completing his one- 
thousandth consecutive attendance at 
his lodge, and one must be indeed 
blessed with fine health and favorable 
business conditions to be so regular and 
attentive to lodge appointments over 
many years where the sessions annu- 
ally are not nearly as numerous as in 
the United States. 

In Germany, by the way, a member 
who ceases to attend his lodge is 
ranked with the dimitted and the dead. 

Brother Wirth’s second stipulation 
is not one to cavil about, as its perti- 
nence is evident. Too much of that 
willingness, that volunteering for ef- 
fective service in the creation and en- 
largement of nobler sentiments among 
men, cannot be exercised. As an ideal 
the attainment is difficult but most de- 
sirable and worthy of all effort and 
enterprise, ; 

Lastly, the veneration for our archi- 
tectural and traditional heritage as 
specified by Brother Wirth may mean 
different things to each of us, accord- 
ing to our instruction. To me the les- 
sons, from the Operative Guilds with 
their rich symbolism, their religious 
legends, their dramatic appeal that 
reaches us in the climax of our Craft 
ceremonies, all give magnatism and 
reverence for that Supreme Power in 
Whom the faith of Freemasons abides, 
the Source of our hope, the Judge of 
all responsibility. 
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ALL SORTS 


A GENIUS 

Teacher: “Who is the smartest man 
living?” 

Pupil: “Thomas A. Edison. He in- 
vented the phonograph and the radio 
so people would stay up all night and 
use his electric light bulbs.” 


POOR MAC 
Editor: ‘Well, what happened to 
McTavish?” 


Reporter: ‘Some one told him he 


could get his pants pressed free by let- 
ting a steamroller run over them.” 
Editor: “Why did that kill him?” 
Reporter: “They forgot to tell him 
to take them off.” 


“Hullo! Bought a saxophone ep 

“No; I borrowed it from the man 
next door.” 

“But you can’t play it.” ; 

“Neither can he while I’ve got it.’ 


FAMILIAR ; 
Policeman (to motorist near colli- 
sion): “Don’t you know that you 
should always give half of the road to 
a woman driver?” 
Motorist: “I always do when I find 
out which half of the road she wants. 


STAR PART EASIEST 

“Mayn’t I be a preacher when I 
grow up?” asked the small boy. 

“Of course you may, my pet, if you 
want to,” his mother replied. 

“Yes, I do. I s’pose I’ve got to go 
to church all my life ,anyway, and it’s 
a good deal harder to sit still than to 
stand up and holler.” 
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VALUABLE PACKAGE 
“Tommy, can you tell me one of the 
uses of cowhide?” 


“Er, yessir. It keeps the cow to- 
gether.” 


TIME PAYMENT PLAN 
“Brown tells me he’s got a house full 
of period furniture.” 
“That’s quite right. He has it for 
a period—then the installment people 
come and fetch it away again.” 


The invention of the harp was due 
to an accident, we read. On the other 
hand, the inventor of the bagpipes was 
a Highland cottager who got the idea 
through stepping on a cat. 


Aspiring Youth (to prospective em- 
ployer): “Youll pay me what I’m 
worth?” 

Works Manager: “I'll do better than 
that; I'll give you a small salary to 
start with.” 
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IMPOSSIBLE 


First Stranger (at the party): “Very 
dull, isn’t is?” 

Second: “Yes, very.” 

“Let’s go home.” 

“T can’t. I’m the host.” 
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all members of the Craft. 


confidence that a square deal will be given in all transactions. 
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For neat appearance and real cleanliness 

Come to 


The Niagara Shower Baths 


BARBER SHOP SHOE SHINE 
SUITS PRESSED HATS CLEANED 
MANICURIST 


We carry a complete line of Gents’ Furnishings 


621 WASHINGTON STREET 
Opp. Keith-Albee Theatre 
Tel. Liberty 8362 


31 SCOLLAY SQUARE 
Tel. Haymarket 3589 
BILLIARD SUPPLIES, Ete. 


Tel. Capitol 1212 
1213 


J. MAGANN & CO. 


BILLIARD AND Pocket TABLES 
BowLinc ALLEYS AND SUPPLIES 


We Specialize in Tables 
for the Home 


105 WASHINGTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


BROKERS 


CIGARS, Ete. 


CIGARS 


“EVERYTHING FOR THE SMOKER” 


CELEBRIDAD 
“THAT'S A GOOD CIGAR” 


CASINOS INVINCIBLES 
10¢ each 2 for 25¢ 
$4.75 box 50 $6.00 box 50 
Manufacturers of 
BLENOWN MIXTURE 
and PIPE SWEET MIXTURE 


DANIEL FRANK CO. 


93 MILK STREET, BOSTON 


COSTUMES _ 
HAYDEN COSTUME CO. 


Member National Costumers’ Association 
Costumes and Wigs for the 
Amateur Stage 
Plays, Operas, Carnivals, Pageants, 
Masquerades, ete. 

786 WASHINGTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 

J. M. Vine, Proprietor 

Tel. Hancock 4346 


DINING ROOM 


They merit the patronage of 


Tue CrarrsmMan recommends them to the attention of its readers with 


FLOWERS 


“Say it with Flowers’’ 


~ Buy Them Where They Grow Them 


WINTHROP SQUARE 
GREENHOUSES 
THORWALD HANSEN 
FLOWERS for ALL OCCASIONS 
— WE DELIVER — 

Phone Mystic 3330 


242 HIGH ST., MEDFORD, MASS, 


HATS 
Hats 
Cleaned 


And Blocked into all 
of the Latest Shapes 7OCc 
Ladies’ Hats Our Specialty 
ORIGINAL 
GEORGE’S 
7 BOYLSTON STREET 
Capirot 1146 


Best shine in Boston Good, quick service 


HELP WANTED 
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W. H. DRISCOLL & CO. 


Member Boston Curb Exchange 


177 MILK STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Specialist in Curb Stoeks 


Telephone Hubbard 4087 


CATERERS 


You may as well have one of the 


Good Dinners served by 
T. D. COOK 
CATERER 
1 SECOND STREET 


Ye Olde Province Steps 


Dining Room 
37 PROVINCE ST. & 9 BOSWORTH ST. 
BOSTON 


Special Luncheon — 35c, 50c, 75c 
Served from 11 to 2:30 


Special Dinner — 50e and $1.00 
5 to 8 
Also A la Carte 


Rooms for Special Luncheons and Busi- 
ness Conferences without Extra Charge 


Han. 5294 


ENTERTAINMENT 


“THE PLAYERS” 


Entertainment Service 
Everett L, Ricu, Director 
Selected Talent for Your 
Banquet, Ladies’ Nights, Children’s Party 
Quality — Service — Reliability 
Send for Our New Illustrated Catalogue 


WANTED 


Live, energetic, ambitious young men 
to sell Life Insurance. 


Excellent opportunity. Instruction fur- 
nished free. Previous experience not 
necessary for success. 


CHARLES E. TOWNSEND, Gen'l Agent 


Equitable Life Assurance 
Society 


100 Mitk Street, Boston 


Telephones: Hubbard 4288 
Hancock 6200 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


ERNEST WURLITZER 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
Bought, Sold, Repaired and Rented 
Agents for 
MARTIN BAND INSTRUMENTS 
Olds, Trombones and Trumpets 


Clarinets, Drums and String Instruments 
Galante Accordeons: Nickel, Silver 


oy | CAMBRIDGE 120 BoyLston STREET Boston and Gold Plated 

or Porter 2890 - 2891 Room 704 30 LAGRANGE Street. BOSTON 

i 3) Hancock 5046-5047 Hancock 3897 

a —— ee 

a (et La 

Se Sj ASO Ae) SSE OL SE 


January, 1931 | 


all members of the Craft. 


MASONIC CRAFTSMAN 


confidence that a square deal will be given in all transactions. 


ORCHESTRAS 


Joseph A. Yearde and 
His Club Orchestra 
30 STERLING STREET 

ROXBURY 


Now open for Engagements, Socials, Etc. 
CONTRACT WORK A SPECIALTY 


Director Pullman Porters’ Band 
Chorus and Orchestra 


Tel. Garrison 1446 
PAPER 


The Paper for this Magazine is 
furnished by 


DONALD WYMAN 


410 Main Srree- 
Fircusure, Mass. 


BOSTON OFFICE 


s0 BOYLSTON STREET 
Trev. Han. 9717 


PARCEL DELIVERY 


WILLIAMS’ 
PARCEL DELIVERY 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
THREE TIMES A DAY 
At 11 A.M. 2 P.M. 5 PM. 
Five-Firty-THREE BoyLsToNn Sv. 


Copley SQuare, Boston 
Kenmore 9298 


SECRETARIAL TUTORIAL 


Jordan Secretarial-Tutorial 
Schools 


20 HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON 
Ken. 9498 


69 MYRTLE STREET, MELROSE 
Melrose 2074 


Cultural and Administrational, Commer- 
cial subjects. Court Stenography, Tutor- 
ing for College Enrollment. Latest Meth- 
ods. Day and Evening. Instructors A.M. 
and B.S. degrees. and Normal Graduates, 

Coeducational. Also private pupils. 


TILES—FLAGSTONES, Ete. 


NELSON P. CURRIE 


INTERIOR TILING, 
FIREPLACES, BLUESTONE 
AND SLATE FLAGGING 


202 SOUTHAMPTON STREET 
Boston, MASSACHUSETTS 
Telephone GARRISON 4666 
and HIGHLANDS 3000 


Yard and Warehouse 
202 SOUTHAMPTON ST., BOSTON 


TYPEWRITERS 


THE IDEAL XMAS GIFT 
A ROYAL PORTABLE 
TYPEWRITER 


A practical gift that will be treasured 
through the years. ’ 

The Royal is available in six attractive 
colors. Also special keyboards at no 


extra cost. 
$60.00 Complete 


Arcade Typewriter Corp. 
Arcade Little Building 


80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


SUPERFLUOUS 
“IT told Tom that the 


“And what did he say?” 


“He thought it was a shame they had 


to wear such heavy shoes.” 


ANTIQUE WHEEZE 
“Why is Mable so angry? 
pers gave a full 


ding.” 
“Yes, but they put in that Miss 
was married to the well- 


Blackfield 


known collector of antiques.” 


NEEDED 
Auto Driver: “Have 
that gasoline that stops knocking?” 
Attendant: “Yes, sir.” 
Auto Driver: ° 
glass.” 
Office Boy: i 
side with a mustache.” 
Executive: °' 
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Chere’s a salesman out- 


Tell him Tve got a mus 
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Tur CrarrsmMan recommends them to the attention of its readers with 


TRUCKING 


HARRY LOFCHIE 


General Trucking 
and Moving 
HOME OR OFFICE FURNITURE 
625 E. 4ru STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 


TreL. Soutu Boston 4331 


UPHOLSTERING 


Somerset Upholstering Co. 


169 CEDAR STREET 
SOMERVILLE, MASS. 


Specializing in Reed Furniture and 
Baby Carriages — Refinishing, 
Repairing and Upholstery 
WILL CALL FOR AND DELIVER 


Phone Somerset 6166 
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896 BEACON ST. 
AUDUBON ROAD — 


i Phones KENmore 1310-13I1 


SER cole CE OF QUALITY 
AN DEPENDABILITY 
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Practical The high cost of dying in these modern days is not 


a phrase, but a fact. Consequently every man should 


Furrier 


carry a special policy of life insurance, which will make 


one or two thousand dollars available immediately upon 


Formerly with ‘ : 
4 his death, to promptly clean up outstanding accounts 


Martin Bates & Sons fn alit ; 
and pay the funeral expenses. We will issue, to insur- 


able risks, a policy for such a purpose at a quarterly 


FURS RELINED, REPAIRED 
AND RE-DYED 


premium so moderate that you can not only afford to 
pay it, but can hardly afford to be without it, if you 


SEAL AND PERSIAN MADE OVER stop to realize how the proceeds of such a policy will . 


To Latest FASHIONS help your family out when heavy expenses crowd on 


them at a difficult moment. 


CHAUFFEUR FurR Coats 
REPAIRED AND RELINED 


The Massachusetts Protective 


Fur GarMents Mabe To ORDER Association Inc 
9 ° 
| 175 TREMONT STREET 


Raw Furs Boucut 


BOSTON WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 


W. Davidson Death Is Expensive 
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RESTAURANTS D am O al S 


The Beacon Hill Stationers 


200 BOYLSTON STREET 


Platinum eagle revers f a a x ADMAN a mates 
Three-leaf K.T. ca 32° 88 PARK SQUARE ¢ PEMBERTON SQ... BOSTON 
Charm, price $40. 7 
Diamond $25 and upwards BOSTON LOOSE LEAF RECORD BOOKS, LEDGERS 
ALso and REGISTERS FOR LODGES 
“ip WELLESLEY SQUARE 
WELLESLEY [one 
—— Platinum and j 
ny es cross front Seven-Diamond 1 A Complimentary Novelty 
of Three eaf K.T. and Shrine Button, Food of the highest gua ity 7 
32° Charm, price $40, price $31.50 f ‘ d ‘ “Masonic Oracle” 
ery ree ; ‘ New—Mysterious—Correct 
M , Seiler’s Ice Cream at the Fountain amen eh hnicoe Gh eee 
ASOMnIc Charms 80c per Quart MASONS—FREE on_ request 
Ri TT)? : with our illustrated 
ings, Pins and and descriptive cata 
B logs of Things Ma- 
uttons sonic. 
- SPECIAL 
HANDY PASS CASE 
FREDERICK T WIDMER A good case for little 
® money. Size, closed, 
8x4% inches. Tan or 
Jeweler f . J. SEIL C . black Russian Calf. 
‘ 7p er = Fine to carry Lodge 
al ESE or —— BEgOE, CATERERS since 1873 Cards, Identification, 
BOSTON 2 - eee : : Auto License, ete. 
+ tr ary 1 1.50 post paid. 
513 TREMONT ST., BOSTON oe 
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Pub. & Masonic Sup. Co. 
MACOY 35 W. 32nd St, New York 
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